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Weizmann Institute scientists on tap

If you're sitting at a Tel Aviv bar or cafe at 8:30 p.m.
on Maonday, April 30, and a distinguished intellectual
starts talking to you in Hebrew, you're not drunk or
having a drearmn. The Weizmann Institute of Science in
Rehovot is sending out 50 senior scientists and out-
standing research students to talk about any topic from
evolution and quanturn aptics to the genetics of anxi-
ety and the navigation skills of bats. The speakers
prornise to use ordinary language and to answer ques-
tions at these encounters, which are aimed to bring
science to the people. The most prominent Weizmann
scientist to participate will be the institute’s own presi-
dent, Prof. Daniel Zajfman, an atomic and molecular
physicist, who will appear at Radio EPGP at 7 Shadal
St. in Tel Aviv. s judy Siege}
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Will Tel Aviv bars become the next university

leciure hali?

{used to get dizzy fiom studying physics in high school, But that's because 1 had no idea what the teacher was talking about, Israeli participants in a
new science fecture series have a better reason for fecling a fittle lipht headed though. The talks ase taking place in Tel Aviv bars.

According to Ha'aretz, the serfes ol lectures on everything lrony quantum physics and linguistics 1o space and high tech is the initiative of the
Weizmann [nstitute of Science in Rehovoet, which is looking for ways fo broaden their studeat base.

“"We were thinking abeut hiow to et to the general public, who might find science lectures intesesting but just dossn’t know it. 1M we ardved at where
they were, they might listen," Weizmann Institute spokesman Yivsam Azgad told Haarctz. Especially i there's some really gaad dack beer on 1ap, be
might have added.

Al first, the idea was met with skepticism by the hip, Tel Aviv night club establishment.

“Bar owners were reluctan: to give away their establishment on Thirsday nights. There were those who toid me ‘you don't know bars in
Tel Aviv, they re loud, people drink and make out, how would the lecturer feel?™™

Only that it tumed owt that the skeptics were in the minority, with the praject now taking place in 40 bars, inciuding some of the biggest
and most successful in the ity, with anethier 50-venue praject in the warks.

Some offshaots to the project include “Uscr Interface on a Beer,” a series of lectures taking place in bars and peared at programmers and [nternet
professionals, Another is Wize, which hosts bar lectures on a weekly basis. The upshot is that the seience geeks and the beautiu might fifers are
finding out they're ollen ene and the samc. And, il nothing else, there are surely some very ariginal pick up Yines coming out of the lectures. Did you
hear the one about the wave function who couldn’t walk straight?
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Israeli bars get smart as academia finds an unlikely late-night
home

A new trend is marrying lectures on anything from quantum physics, linguistics, and high tech with the big city's
rowdy nighttife.

By Neta Halperin

Get Haaretz on iPhone

Get Haaretz on Android

QOn the face of it, there doesn't seem to be much a connection hetween a sieazy, smoky bar and a stuffy iecture on quantum physics
or dark matter. But, at least in Tel Aviv, these two strange worlds are coming together.

The result: Some of the big city's best bars are hasting lectures led by those considered as these establishments' outsiders, drawn
ou} of the iahs and research institutes into nightlife stardom.

Even the organizers are taken aback every time by the popularity of these classes, and with the rate the phenomenegn has been
growing, those who don't seek an education on their night on the town will be soon considered a dying breed.

These events initiated by Weizmann Institute of Science lecturers, who werea tooking for ways to broaden their student base,

"We saw that the institute was teeming with listeners coming in to hear lectures, Weizmann Institute spokesman Yivsam Azgad told
Haaretz, adding that those iectures "usually preached to the choir

"We were thinking about how to get to the general public, who might find science lectures interesting but just doesn't know it, If we
arrived at where they were, they might ]isten._‘" Azgad added.

At first, the Weizmann Institute officia} offered the project to the city of Rehovot - where the world-renowned science research
establishment is ocated ~ and after that initiai attempt proved to be a success, he thought he'd try on the professional courts of Tei
Aviv.

"They were very skeplical at first," he said, since "har awners were reluctant to give away their establishment on Thursday nights.
There were those who told me 'you don't know bars in Tel Aviy, they’re loud, pecpie drink and make out, how wouid the lecturer
fpel?™

Only that it turned out that the skeptics were In the minority, with the project now taking place in 40 bars, including some of the
biggest and most successfut in the city, with another 50-venue project in the works.

"Now we're at a place where lecturers are offended for not being invited to teach,” Azgad said.

In the wake of this success, a number of variations of the idea began popping up. One new venture, "User Interface on a Beer" is a
series of lectures taking place in bars and geared at programmers and internet professionals.

Lior Yair, one of the project’s organizers, expgainéd that "most of the conferences dealing with these issues are very cold. Meeting in
a bar and talking abeut things we're interested in seemed like a very naturai idea and a good ice breaker.”

The mast recent venture in the field is project Wize, the brainchild of five friends who wanted ta turn bar lectures into a weekly
affair.

"We feit that between the mass parties and just having a beer something was missing,” Guy Katzovich, a high-tech worker said,
adding that while the group was "just forming, our goal is to change Israel's youth culture, as simpie as that,”

When asked whether there was a romantic aspect to introduction to linguistics and the evolution of aguatic life, Yair said: "I never
that of that, But I guess that, aiong with alcohoi and mingiing, thare's a romantic side as well."

"When push comes to shove, it's a place to find cute geeks and high-tech workers,” he added.
Read this article in Hebrew

This story is by: Neta Halperin





