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CHANTAL ABITBOL

ARMED with sdssors and sheets of
paper, Weizmann Institute of Science’s
Dr Yossi Elran recently entered a class-
room at Melbourne’s Leibler Yavneh
College. His mission: to peak students’
curiosity about topology, the study of
geometric figures.

Under his guidance, the students
dutifully cut the paper into strips and
joined the ends, later twisting and
stretching the objects to study their
spatial properties.

At the end of the session, one stu-
dent excisimed, almost surprised,
“We did maths and it was fun.”

It may be a slightly different
approach to teaching maths, but
according to Israeli experts at the
Rehovot-based institute, it is part of
an exciting new model aimed at
engaging students — and it could be
on its way to Australia.

In the past two weeks, Dr Elran,
wha serves as Weizmann's director of
distance learning and web-based sci-
ence and math actvities, has been

touring jewish schools in Melbourne
and Sydney to introduce some of the
institute’s teaching strategies in
maths and sciences.

“Maths has got bad PR. We're try-
ing to change that,” Dr Elran told The
AN, “I'm trying to show some
aspects of maths that are fun and
teach children to lose their fear.”

"Maths has got bad PR.
We're trying to change
that.”

Dr Yossi Elran
Weijzmann [nstitute of Science

The Weizmann Institute is consid-
ered one of the world’s top-ranking
multidisciplinary research institutions
in natural and exact sciences. Two
years ago, a local branch was estab-
lished to raise the group’s profile and
bring its initiatives to Australia.

The institute already has 2 numnber
of international projects running. Last
year, a delegation from Melboumne's
Mount Scopus Memorial College

travelled to Israel, winning second
place in the safe-cracking tournament.

But training isn’t just for students,
The institute also holds sessions for
teachers to keep them up-to-date with
the latest scientific developments.

“We think there is a real contribu-
tion Welzmann can make to science
and maths education in Australia and
ultimately, in the long-term, to
Australian research,” said Weizmann
Australia chairman Stephen Chipkin.
“But it starts with schooling. It's
about challenging individuzl students
who have an interest.” '

At the moment, the institute
would like to engage more Jewish
schools in its programs. But Chipkin
said that’s just the beginning.

“We'd like to think Weizmann has
a contribution to make beyond the
Jewish schools. Scientific research
should not be linked to any type of
religious confines,” he said.

For more information about Weizmann
Australia, contact executive director
Michal Sharjv at 0403 551 651.
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GECRGE C. PIMENTEL
AWARD IN CHEMICAL
EDUCATION

Sponsored by Cengage Publishing and ACS

“Zafra's rwo missions in life—chemical
educaton and sclentific freedom and hu-
uan rights—really boil down to one: the
desire to allow everyone to achieve their
potential.” This restimonial from Amber S,

Hinkle, chair of the ACS Women Chemists
Comumittee and Bayer Ma-

terialScience quality lead
for plastics manufacturing,
succinctly sums up why
Zafra J. Lermanis being
honored with this award.

Anative of Israel, Ler-
manreceived both B.Sc.
and M.Se. degreesfrom
Technion—Israel Instinute
af Technology, m Haifa. In
1969, she received aPRLD.in
chesnistry from Weizmann
Rehovor. Asapostdocroral
fellow at Cornell Univer-
sity; she conducted research in isotape ef-
fects, which she continued ar Northwestern
University and the Swiss Federal Institute of
Techuology, Zurich. :

Lerman is head of Columbia Coliege
Chicago’s Institute for Science Education
& Science Communication, which she es-
tablished in 1991, She isabridge builderon
many levels. In 1973, she came to Columbia
College, an arts and media-ariented school,
to esrablish a science department. She has
developed wide-ranging and innovative ap-
proaches 1o teaching science to nonscience
majors, for which she hasreceived numer-
ous awards and national and internationat
Tecognition.

One of her students was Fred Plenkos,
who says: “When 1 think about college, my
thoughts go immediately to Zafra and the
integral role she played in my educarion
and my life.” He was taking her class called
“Ozone to Oil Spills.” To make the subject
accessible toher students, Lerman encour-
aged them apply their creative backgrounds
to environmental science, “I was smdying
animation and photography, so partnering
with a classmate, ] created a five-minute
animated short film about global warming,”
Pienkos says. “The filrn won some recogni-
tion from the school, and Zafra arranged for
me to fly with her to Princeton toscreen the
work znd talk about it with an environmen-

tal science class there. Arthe time, Tknew it
was a unigue opportwkty, but now, nearly
20 years later, | marvel at Zafra’s commir-
ment tomy educarion.” Pienkosisnowa
visual effects supervisorwith Eden FX, in
Heollywood, Calif. He has won one Emmy
Award and received five nominations,
Inspired by Lerman’s teaching, other stu-
dents have gone on to earn graduate degrees
in science, as well as the arts and media.
Lerman is also the force behind the
grant money given for her programs and
curricubum deveiopment,
including a grant to take
several minority students
to Kenya in 2002, where she
gave sclence lectures. Labee-
baHameed, one of those stu-
dents who is eurrently work-
ing on a graduate degree in
art education, says Lerman
“gives students once-in-a-
liferime experiences.”
In parailel with ber role as
an educator, Lerman’srole
asa bridge builder in human
rights cannot be overlooked.
‘When she was named a fel-
low of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science in 2001, her cira-
tion read: “For extraordinary innovarons
ineducation, especially for nonscientists
and the underprivileged, and fortruly ex-
ceptional success in defending persecured
scientists throughout the world.”
Lermanwill present the award ad-
dress before the Division of Chemical
Education.—ARLENE GOLDBERG-GIST
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'Differential Teaching":
lsrael's Kay to Success

To the Editor:

A central preblem for schools, in
the teaching of reading as well as
other subjects, ia finding a system
that can educate all children
to learn, and to love learning
(“Legislation Would Replace
Federal Reading Programs,” Nav.
11, 2008}, Teachers must be given
the training end toals to aucceed
in resching atudents with widely
differing abilitiea and home
environments, and to enable each of
thoee students to achieve according
to his or her individual potential,

In Israel, a “differential teaching”
program known a8 LITAF, developed
by the educator Nira Altalef,
has had spectacular success in
teaching children to read with
understanding, fluency, and
enjoyment. The lsraeli experience
may help educatars in other
countries suceeed in the crucial
task of educating all children, with
none left behind.

Her programa begin by
recognizing clessroem reality; the
pupils we have, the teachers we
have, and the budgets we have.
While others fail and blame their
failure en thege realities, Ms.
Altalef succeeds with differential-

teacking strategies that accept
the fact that we must live in the
real world, not some imaginary
one where everything is better.
Her programs insist that it ia the
responsibility of the school and
the education system to teach

all children, including those who
receive no help from their parents.
The success of these programs has
ghown that it can be done.

In July 2000, I published a
*millenniurn essay” in the journal
Nature that included a picture of
a 1st grade clasaroom in larnel;
the photo shows children working
quietly in small, independent
groups, and its caption reads,
“Ninety percent of &-year-old
ieraelis can read, understand, and
learn independently” Ma, Altalef's
LITAF reading program recognizes
that all children, as well as all
teachera, are different. But a good
system with a realistic, positive
approach can fit everyene.

All pupila can learn to read, all
teachers can teach them, and all
con finish each day with a leeling of
satisfuction and acconsplishment.

Harry J, Lipkin

Profassor Emeritus

Waizmann Institute of Science
Rahovot, Istagl
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Waizmann Institute of Science

Summer science instituie
The Bessie F. Lawrence Summer
M Science Institute is currently
accepting applications from high
school students interested in spend-
ing part of next summer at the Weiz-
mannp institure of Science in Rehavot,
Israel. The program runas from July 5-29
and includes both an intensive science
curriculum as well as tours of Israel.
Each participant receives a full scholar-
ship. 20 studenis selecied per summer.
For more information, contact Debbie

Calise at 212-895-7906 or debbie@

acwis.org. :
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The Smﬁy wins spot at Israeli fournament

Compiled &y CJN Staff

An all-girls team from The Stdy
are on their way to Israel this month
after winning the local semi-finals of an
annual international physics tournament
in which senior high scheol shudents
compete to design and build an impen-
etrable “safe,”

Another teamn from The Study, a
private girls® school in Westmount, was
the semifinal winner two years ago and
went on to take the championship at the
finals, held at the Wetzmann Institute of
Science in Rehovot, Israel.

This year, The Study bested teams
from Bialik High Schdol, Herzliah High
School, Hebrew Academy, West Island
College, Collega Prep International and
St George’s Sthool, which hosted the
toumament.

Each {eam & given an ordinary box
with a lock methanism and is asked to
create, using physics principles and sit-
ple materials, asafe that can be opened
in less than five ninutes when you know
how to do it, bt that will keep oppo-
nents stumped br at least 10 minutes.
Points are giver for every competitor’s
safe a teamn manges to crack, as well s

for the esthetics and originality of their
own entry. The winping team is chosen
by an independent jury of professors and
teachers. )

The Study girds and an all-boys teamn
from the Tanenbaum and Kimmel cam-
puses of Anme and. Max Tanenbaum
Community Hebrew Academy of
Toronto will represent Canada at the
15th international Shalheveth Frefer
Physics. Tournament at Weizrnann
March 16-17. :

While in Isreel, the visiting teams,
which come from around the world, will
be given fowrs around the country.
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Welzmann Institute of Sclence

‘Science Summer in
Yields Lessons E

by MARISSA CAAN

amaJew,z Maﬂbomughgminate. aPamﬁc

Palisadian and now a freshmae Yalie. Last
A sumumer, I 'was also a participant in the Dr.
Bessie F. Eawrence International Summer Sei-
enee Tostitute (ISSY) at Isnel's Welrmanu In-
stitute of Spience, and T giess T could alsobe
considered 2 *scienca perd.”

The Weizmann Institute program brmgs
together 18-year-nlds interested in sclence re-
search from 18 countries ~1nited States, Unit-
ed Kingdom, Canada, Mexico, Venezuela,
Brazil, Germany, Switzeriand, the Netherlands,
Franee, Belginm, Hungary, Serbia, South Ko-
rea, Yapan, Thailand, Kazakhstan and Israel
0 work i their laboratories. T worked on 2
project expluring the nexrobiclogical associa-
tion between major depressive disorder and
substance ose disorder, Twould love to pointo
the specificaof that project, but space is limit-
ed, and, given that, T preferto deseribe the ex-
perience of this program beyond rats and mi-
cropipettes, What will remain with me, and
what is probahly more interesting to you, is the
ongoing dialopue about science, religion and
politics among people from all over the world
in a plzce of undeniable tension. Below area
few of the ety lessons ¥ learned and hope you
¢anlearn vicariously through me.

Higtoryis best left in the past, Cur first
weekend in Israel we traveled from Rehovot
{where the Welzmann is located) to Jerusalem
and, 2s is custom, carved out halfa day tovisit
¥ad Vashem (the Holocaust metaorial). Thad
visited twice before, butnever ina group with
non-~Yews and definitely never in a group with
non-Jewish Germans, As we walked through
the exhibition, our tour guide recitad the
chronology of the Holocausts “I'he Germans”
did this, "The Germans” did that, ete, Each
time hesaidit, I felt a pang of gnilt, wanting to
whisper imto my fidends’ ears “T know i wast’t
youl I dos’t blame yout® T felt gs if thme had re-
versed itself — Germans feeling attacked ina
chararteristically Jewish place, and it simply

wast't right. Xnowledge of history does not;

necessarily protect us from its re-création;.

mxherumtheknnwledmthath:smry;smtbe‘

pasttha:m:gi:tmus.
Thereua!waysam&a'sade. In Istael,-

_Iargegmupsalwnystravelwnhamrtyguzrd,
someane who is nsiafly fresh out of the aroiy.

annﬁzmnanme:salmn,nmmmtygmrd "

&nwrﬂmsonﬁmbmaudwasa:kadwhnthe,as

o Tsrreli, thofighit ofthe Obarid admimistrition,

the Cairospeech and the “two-state sohtion™ in
general, Fiis response was really quite simple,
He described the physical strugple his friends

- endured to pull people outoftheirhomesin the

Gazzsetdememl‘dhxm.:ﬁe“two-mmsniu«
tion™ was anice idea, bntmsaneiyu:m‘mlisdc.
Just becanse something is “politically correct”
in the current idealogical climate of the West
does not mean it is comrect. In fnc:,ﬁmword -
cannct’:shazynndmslaﬂmg.

Weslﬂhawen’tumumﬁ-_ﬂm&-
ewwent, Hands down, Israel is one of the
strangest places in the ‘world to conduet sci-
ence, We were constantly forced to switch per-
spectives. Labwork tool the enlightened per-
spective that bumeos are omnipotent, becanse
we czn s gur minds to solve any problemt, Vis-
iting Israel's holiest sites took the Biblical per-
spective that God is omnipotent because He
created the world, To reconcile the twois some-
thing I found that many struggle with. One
nightinEilat, Twas talléng with two fends of
mineon thebeach, aswe dipped our toesinthe
Red Sea. Sormeone posed the question of evalu-
tion versus creationism, and we alf said we be-
tieve mhnﬂLHaw?Bec:msewe jost do,

: Peaplearepenple arapeople. Thenight

‘befiire sy 18th birthday was the night we slept

eutside at the base of Masads, We were all ex-
haissted from four days of hiking and the unre-
lenting, smothering heat. AS it got closer and

_closer  miduight, and I was otherwise dis-
traeted, a few people would say =32 minutes™ or

“17 minntes” But 2t midnight, the friends Lhad
made during the past month started screaming
the "Happy Birthday” song at the top of their
Iungs. Pm sure it was annoying to hear s sang
sungin Englich, Swiss and Fsmeli accents, espe-
cially to these who were already asleap, but it

srael
Beyond the Lab

Py 7

mdemehanpy chdxﬁa‘eutmnweaﬂml—
tybe? -
For mfammmn on how to apply for the

“Dr. Bessie F. Lawrence International Sum-

‘mter Science Institute at Israel's E{gzzmgan

Institute of Science, visit this article at jew-
ishjournal.com. @

Marissa Caan is a freshman &t Yale
University.
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CHAT team wins Weizmann
physics tournament

TORONTO ~ The Tanenbaum-
CHAT Joint team has won first
prize at the 15th Annual Shal-
heveth Freier Physics Tourna-

Australia (1), England (1) anc
Sloveniz (1).

Students were required te
build a safe which other team:

ment held at the Weizmann tried to crack into using the law:

Institute of Science in Rehovot,  of physics.

Israel. The achievements of the Cana
Thirty-four teams competed  dian winiers were:

from six countries. The team

s The TanenbanmCHAT tean

from The Study in Moatreal tied  won first prize overal! in tht
with two other teams for third  competifion.
place. » Team members were alst

Eighty-four teams had regis-
tered for the competition. The
international teams that compet-
ed jn the finnls this year were
from Canada {2), the US (1),

the rmost suecessfl “safe crack
ers,” cracking 7 of 8 anempte
safes. Their safe was also one 0
three teams whose safe wa:
uncrackable.

The Canadian Jewish News (Toronto, |

Date 25.02.2010 43000

Circ.

Page

PHYSICS CONTEST
WINNERS

The studests who won Weizmann
Cagada’s Shalheveth Freier Physics
Toeournament, held Feb. 17 af the Anne
and Max Tanenbaum Community
Hebrew Academy of Toronte’s Wallen-
berg campus on Wilmington Avenue,
pose with their entry. Each team is
asked to build a safe, based on the laws
of physics, nsing simple materials, The
winning team includes students from
both Tanensbaum CHAT campuses.
From left are Garrett Baron, Mattan
Lustgarten, Ari Feinbherg, Mark
Karantayer and Josh Martow, who will
go to Israel Iater this month for the in-
ternational physics competition at the
Weizmann Institute of Science.




Ottawa Jewish Bulletin (Ottawa, ON)

Date 25.02.2010

Circ.

3100 Page

Competition gives
‘break-and enter’ a
whole new meaning

Shiomo Kapustin
Correspondent

TORONTO — Most high-school
students confine their locking
know-how to the humdrum
combination or key devices on
their lockers. Last week, 45 stu-
dents experienced a more
sophisticated take on the sub-
ject.

The occasion was the Toronto
semifinals of the Shatheveth
Freier Physics Totrmament Com-
petition. It pitted nine five-stu-
dent teams against each other,
with the winping team moving
on to the international finals in
Israel, where the 15th annual
competition will take place on
March 16 and 17 at the Weiz-
mann_Institute of Science,

“Weizmann is a research and
hasic-science institute,” said
Joan Pollock, program and
events coordinator for Weiz-
mann Canada. "We want to
encourage students to go into
the sciepces.”

This year’s teams all hail from
TanenbaumCHAT, with six from
the southern campus, two from
the northern campus and one
team - this year's winner —
composed of students from both
locations. Past years have fea-

AT
1 & tnmbirtarian of CH

thres aut of t four wies Uney attemiprad o oach

3 g {exm wa: o Taerenbau sk CHAY Klmast stideats. Aztached b a phoin ol
tha leftz Cirrett Baras, Matten Lottgarten, Arl Feinbrerg, Mark Karantayer and forh Atsriow They ware din sble by oed inte

tured teams from some other
Toronto-area schools, said Pol-
lock, ineluding from the Ulpanat
Orot gixls school.

The southern campus hosted
the event,

The Weizmans Instiule of Sci-
ence in Rehovot, south of Tal
Aviv, is a muoltidisciplinary
tesearch centre and is perhaps
Israel’s highest-profie scientific
institution. It was established in
1934 by friends of Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, who would later
become the first president of
Israel.

This year's teams were tasked
with designing and constructing
a safe, consisting of a wooden
box with a transparent door that
closes with an off-the-shelf
electromechanical locking
device, While judges quizzed
teams about thelr design, part of
each team’s score was more
interactive, with teams trying to
break the locks of their peers’
contraptions within 10 minutes.

However, more than brute
force was needed for this task:
each team needed io upderstand
the riddle provided by the cre-
ators of the safe - the riddle for

~this year’s elaborate winning
safe was delivered in 2 poem -
and then crack it.

e 2 Gk

! tha Lxam, Fran

The competition is open to
students in grades 13 and 12 in
advanced high-school physics
classes. When the competing
teenagers from arounad the
world congregate in Israsl in a
month, not all will be Jewish.
Last year’s entries, for example,

came from as far afteld as Thai-
[and and Slovenia.

In fact, Weizmaon Canada con-
tinges to encourage all schools to
participate, but Pollock said that
someone in each school needs to
champion the competition
among the many other extracus-

ricular options, 50 nos-Jewish
schools have been slow to join.

Canada joined the contest in
2004 and managed to rise to the
top in 2006, when the Tanen-
baumCHAT southern-campus
team won first prize overall at
the Weizmane campus.

The team from Toronto will be
joined on its five-day trip to
Israel by a Montreal team. Both
will represent Canada in Isrzel.
The Montreal competition,
which takes place this week,
includes seven texms.
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Competition gives
‘break-and enter’ a
whole new meaning

Shiomo Kapustin
Correspondent

TORONTO ~ Most high-schoo!
students confine their locking
know-how to the humdrum
combination or key devices on
their lockers. Last week, 45 stu-
deats experienced a more
sophisticated take on the sub-
ject.

The occasion was the Toronfo
semifinals of the Shalheveth
Freier Physics Tourmnament Com-
petition. It pitted nine five-stu-
dest teams against each other,
with the wicning teain moving
on to the internationat finals in
Israel, where the 15th angual
competition will take place on
March 16 and 17 at the Weiz-
mann Inskitute of Science,

“Weizmann Is 4 research and
hasic-science institute,” said
Joan Poliock, program and
events coordinator for Weiz-
mann Canada. “We want to
encourage students to go into
the sciences.”

This year's tearns all hail Fom
TanenbaumCHAT, with six from
the seuthern campus, two from
the northern campus and one
team - this year's winner —
composed of students from both
locations, Past years have fea-
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tured teams from some other
Torento-area schools, szid Pol-
lock, iecluding from the Ulpanat
Orot girls school,

The southern campus hosted
the event.

The Weizmana Institnte of Sci-
ence in Rehovot, south of Tel
Aviv, is a multidisciplinary
research centre and is perhaps
Israel’s highest-profile scientific
institution. It was established in
1934 by frieads of Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, who would later
become the first president of
Israel.

This year's teams were tasked
with designing and constructing
a safe, consisting of a wooden
box with a ¢ door that
closes with an off-the-shelf
electromechanical locking
device. While judges quizzed
teams ahout their design, part of
each team's score was more
intersctive, with teams trying to
break the locks of their peers’
contraptions within 10 minutes,

However, more than bruie
force was needed for this task:
each team needed to understand
the riddle provided by the cre-
ators of the safe — the dddle for

-this year's elaborate winning
safe was delivered in a poemt —
and then crack it.
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The competition is open to
students in grades 11 and 12 in
advanced high-school physics
classes. When the competing
teenagers from aronnd the
world congregate in Jsrael in a
month, not all will be Jewish.
{ast year's entries, for example,

came from as far afield as Thai-
land and Slovenia,

In fact, Weizmann Canada con-
tinues to encourage all schools to
participate, but Pollock said that
somreone in each school needs to
champion the competition
amogg the many other extracur-

ricular options, s0 non-Jewish
schools have heen slow to join.

Canada joined the contest in
2004 md managed to rise to the
top in 2006, when the Tagesn-
baumCHAT southern-campus
team won Frst prize overall at
the Wejzmaan  campus.

The team from Torontg will be
joined on its five-day trip to
Israel by a Montreal team. Both
will represent Canada in Israel.
The Montreal competition,
which takes place this week,
ineludes seven teams.
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Silver Spring teen bound for

Weizmann science program

A Silver Spring teen, Brent Abel,
has been selected to join 20 students from
around the country to attend the 41% annual
Dr. Bessie Lawrence International Summer
Science Institute (ISSI) at the Weizmann
Institute of Science in Israel, taking place
July 6-23.

Participating students in ISSI are
given the opportunity to work in small
© proups with scientists and graduate

students, conducting actual, ongoing
research. Students select their research
subject area in biology, chemistry, physics,
mathematics or computer sciences.
Candidates for the intensive, four-week
science exploration program are selected
based solely on their abilities, grades,
achievements and demonstrated interest in
experimental science.

Abel, 17, who graduated lat month
from Paint Branch High School in
Burtonsville, applied to the institute in
order to pursue his passion for biomedical
research. A 2007 participant in the
Biomedical Science Jumpstart Program at
the University of Maryland, College Park,
Abel has been interning this year in the
Clinical Research Center at National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda.
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Caan Aftends Summer
Science Program in Israel

Pacific Palisades resident Marissa Caan is one of 18
American students chosen to atiend the summer science
program at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel.

Caan, who graduated from Marlborough School in May,
learned about the Weizmann Institute from her grandfather,
who has long been involved with the basic science research
institution. When Caan traveled to Israel several years ago,
she visited the campus and decided to apply to the summer
program as soon.as she was eligible.

The intensive, four-week program gives students the
opportunity to work in sinall groups with world-renowned
scientists and gradiate students, comducting ongoing
research. Participants. select a subject area in biology,

Palisadian-Post

Serving the Communily Since 1928
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~ chemistry, phiysics, mathematics or computer sciences. Senior scientists give supplemental
lectures, and participants are invited to join departmental talks and visit the Institute’s

various facilities.

This past year, Caan worked in Dr. Chris Denny’s lab in the department of Pediatric
Hematology and Oncology at UCLA. She is the daughter of Martin Caan and Carol
Petschek, and will attend Yale University this fall. Her older sister Chloe, 19, attends the

University of Pennsylvania.



By Heather M. Smith
Thursday, June 11, 2009

Lately, Amanda Lu’s life
has been hectic. She recently
graduated from Plano West
Senior High School as its
valedictorian, is headed 1o
Harvard in the fall and now
will travel around the world.

Luis one of only 18
American students chosen to
attend a summer science camp
at the Weizmann Institute of
Science in Rehovot, Israel, a
small city south of Tel Aviv
on the coastal plain. The
institute is one of the world’s
foramost centers of scientific
research and graduate study.
Around 2,500 scientists,
postdoctoral fellows,
doctorate and masters students
and other staff work at the
Institute. In 2008, more than
610 visiting scientists and
their families came from more
than 29 countries to the
Institute,

The Institute dates back to
1933. During that time, the
Jewish population in Palestine
was 400,000 and Rehovot was
a miniscule agricultural
commnunity. Dr. Chaim
Weizmann, who later became
the first President of the State
of Israel, wanted to establish a
world-ciass scientific research
center.

In 1934, his fiiends Israel
and Rebecca Sieff established
the Daniel Sieff Research
Institute in memory of their
son. Weizmann had his first
lab in the Daniel Sieff
Institute.

The Institute was formally -
dedicated in 1949 and housed
60 labs in nine fields of
research.

Lu applied for the 41st annual
Dr. Bessie Lawrence
International Summer Science
Institute (ISSI) after hearing
about the program from her
sister, who also attended the
camp.

“I was really excited because
it sounds like a wonderful
opportunity,” Lu said. “In order
to be accepted, T had to write
essays, get recommend-dations
and send in resumes. Then there
was an interview process. After
that, we were notified by e-
mail,”

1851 is a four-week science
exploration. Students accepted
into the program will work in
small groups with world-
renowned scientists and
graduate students who are
conduciing ongoing research.
Lu will select a subject area’
from among biclogy, chemisiry,
physics, mathematics or
computer sciences, Senior
Weizmanh Institute scientists
will give additional lectures on
the subjects, Participants are
invited to join departmental
tallcs and visit the campus’
state-of-the-art science
facilities.

“I'|l probably select biology,”
Lu said. “They had us pick our
top five and give the reason
why we wanted each subject.
Then they placed us.

1 haven’t heard which subject
7’11 be with, but chemistry is
probably my second choice.”
Since fourth grade, Lu has been
doing research and competing
in scientific competitions. She
has traveled to UC-
Southwestern to study science

- and research and examine the
‘side effects of artificial blood.

Lu has decided to major in-
either bio-engineering or
biology. ~ -

“I’ve looked up some of the
tapics I'minteredted i toget a
head start,” Lu said, “T think
this is a great chance to get
started on research related to
my major.”

1. said another big draw for
the camp was that it will allow
her to travel. This will also be
her first research science camp,
Lu said at first she was a little
bit worried about traveling to
the Middle East, but she said
the city they stay in is pretty
safe,

They really take care of you,
Lu said.

“T've never been to the
Middie East, so that’s definitely
a draw,” Lu said. “While we’re
in the program, they’ll take us
to Jerusalem and the Dead Sea
among other places. The first.
part of the program is doing
research and the last two weeks
we’ll go into the desert. I'm
really excited about doing
research and getting to travel ™
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Local student selected for
international program

Juneig, 2009

Eliyahu “Eli” Putterman of Bergenfield is among 18 American
students selected to attend the Dr. Bessie Lawrence International
Summer Science Institute, a summer science program at the
Weizmann Institute of Science in Israel. Eli applied to the ISSI to
continue his studies in mechanical engineering, focusing on the
elasticity theory with applications to nanomaterials science.
Students in ISSI work in small groups with world-renowned
scientists and graduate students and conduct research during the
four-week program. Participants select from courses in biology,
chemistry, physics, mathematics, and computer science. Over the
past few: years, Eli has taken mathematics and science courses at
Yeshiva University and has participated in summer research
programs including SciTech at the Technion in Israel and the
Research Scienice Institute at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. He is also involved in a research project with Prof.
David Srolovitz of Yeshiva University. Eli attends the Yeshiva Eliyahi Putterman
University High School for Boys in Manhattan.
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JARDIN WEIZMANN DE CIENCIAS

egresamos a las pigi-
nas del periédico para
informaries sobre lo
que este espacio tiene para
ustedes.

Antes que nada, agrade-

! cemos todas sus visitas, nos

encanta oir por los pasillos
del Dépor que los nifios,
padres y abuelos visitan
con gusto y repetidamente
nuestro querido proyecto, y

i por ellos queremos compartir

con ustedes una gran noticia:

La SEP ha incluide al Jardin

! Weizmann de Ciencias den-

tro de su programa de visitas
escolares.

[

Imes

Es un hecho. La SEP dard
una apertura oficial de nues-
tro espacio a todos los nifios
de 4°, 5%y 6° de primaria,
asi como de secundaria para
conocer las quince exhibicio-
nes interactivas y el aula de
experimentos. De esta forma,
lograremos uno de nuestros
principales objetivos: difun-
dir la ciencia entre los jove-
nes de manera innovadora.

Los invitamos a progra-
mar una visita guiada en el
CDI, con el fin de disfrutar
del Jardin en compafia de
familiares y amigos acompa-
fiados de un guia. Las citas

I
o
S T ST T

podrin hacerse a través de Iz
pdgina web en: www.jar-
dinweizmanndeciencias.net,
del correo informes@jwedi.
com o 21 2629 4700, Ext. 325,
con Joseph Birch.

Por otro lado, les recorda-
mos que su nombre ¢ el de
algdén familiar, puede aparecer
en el Arbol de 1a Cienciaala
entrada del Jardin, para esto
nos pueden contactar al 5294
2094, entre las 9:00 y las
15:00 horas, todoes los dias.

Esperamos verlos pronto
en éste, el primer museo de
ciencias completamente al
aire libre en México. &

1lde octubre de 2009
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